
 The Pilgrims made seven times more graves than huts.  
No Americans have been more impoverished than these who, 
nevertheless, set aside a day of thanksgiving.  
                                                                                       ~H.U. Westermayer 
 
Dear Members of our Middle School Family, 

The month of November peaks with Thanksgiving, a delightful American holiday deeply steeped 

in tradition. Customarily, it signifies the start of the Holiday Season as we celebrate our 

blessings with a feast of turkey, stuffing and cranberry sauce, and as our homes bloom with the 

wonderful scents of traditional American foods basting in the oven.  I love walking through 

homes during this time of year as the air is infused with scents from fragranced candles and the 

aromas from freshly cut holiday wreathes.  Homes feel toastier and more loving during the 

Holiday Season, and Thanksgiving represents the finest side of us. It is not a holiday focused on 

getting or giving gifts, but on giving thanks.  

As President Theodore Roosevelt wrote, “Let us remember that, as much has been given us, much will 

be expected from us, and that true homage comes from the heart as well as from the lips, and shows itself in 

deeds.”  As I watch the turmoil throughout the world today, I cannot help but be thankful to our 

Founders who developed our Constitution which has carried us forward for over two hundred 

years and still provides us with freedom. I am forever thankful for our men and women in 

uniform who keep us safe, and I express deep gratitude to those who have made the ultimate 

sacrifice on our behalf.  

We are very fortunate in Garden City – much has been given to us, and our students learn that 

much should be expected from us. We raise money for charities, and collect food and toys for 

the poor and for children in hospitals.  We understand that, as Robert Caspar Lintner wrote, 

“Thanksgiving was never meant to be shut up in a single day”, it is meant to be lived each day if it is to 

have real meaning. The Pilgrims made seven time more graves than huts, but understood the 

meaning of Thanksgiving. As destitute as they were, they were thankful for what they had…

what a wonderful message for us even today.   

We hope you have a peaceful holiday with your family. 

With warmest regards, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D  
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I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

DECEMBER 
 

December 1-5 

Book Fair 
 

December 4 

Winter Concert I 

7:00 PM @HS 
 

December 11 

Winter Concert II 

7:00 PM @HS 
 

December 15 

Winter Concert III 

7 PM @ MS 
 

December 16 

Board of Ed Mtg. 

8:15 PM @ MS 
 

December 17 

Hanukkah 
 

December 24- 

January 2 

Holiday Recess 

School Closed 

 

 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISAL  

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart Avenue 

entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the Middle School  Li-

brary/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students.  Also, parents must refrain from  parking 

and/or standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismal times in order for 

traffic to flow consistently. Parents must remain in their cars.  In addition, please be aware 

that only right turns are permitted from the front entrance circle of the school.  

Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous but illegal. We appreciate your 

cooperation in keeping our children safe! 

CROSSING AT CHERRY VALLEY AVENUE  

 Students should not cross Cherry Valley Avenue when the 

Garden City Police Department crossing guard is not present. Of 

course, parents may cross Cherry Valley Avenue with their own 

children at any time. The Garden City Police Department Crossing 

Guard will be on duty at arrival and dismissal time. Cars are allowed 

to park/stand in the Cherry Valley Avenue parking lot which is di-

rectly across the street from the Middle School's Cherry Valley Ave-

nue semicircle. This parking lot is adjacent to the Administration 

Buildng's parking lot.  

 Students who walk home after athletics, when there is no 

crossing guard, should ONLY cross at a traffic light with a crosswalk!  

STUDENT ARRIVAL  

 Please do not drop off your children before 7:30 a.m. for extra-help, library or intramu-

rals. Normal drop-off time for the Middle School is at 8:05 a.m. 

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

                Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web 

pages. If your child is ill for three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work must be 

made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework assignments or 

have your child contact a classmate for absences of less than three days. In the instance of any ab-

sence, parents and students should NOT email teachers directly to gather assignments. 

This request can only be made through the guidance office. Please call by 8:00 a.m. on the third 

day.  Thank you for your support.   

ILLEGAL ABSENCES 

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal ab-

sence.  Upon his or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assignments 

from the teacher and to make up assignments.  In addition,  students who miss a classroom assess-

ment due to an illegal absence will not be permitted to make up the test.   



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

FOSTERING YOUR CHILD’S INDEPENENCE 

Here are a few ways to save parents a trip (or two) to school … 

 Place a brightly-colored label on your child’s backpack that reads, “LUNCH.”  It will serve as a reminder for your child to place 

his or her lunch in the backpack in the morning. 

 Be sure to put emergency money on your child’s lunch account. 

 Give your child emergency pocket money. 

 If your child forgets lunch, his or her Guidance Counselor will provide lunch money.  The money can be paid back the next day.  

This is a one-time service! 

 Pack your child’s backpack before bedtime, and place it by the exit door. 

 Create a brightly-colored travel folder where completed work is placed and place it  in the backpack nightly.   Place signed     

notices (green forms or signed tests) in the folder as well. Clean out the folder every weekend.   

 Although an athlete’s responsibility is to be prepared, sometimes equipment does not fit on the bus.  All equipment should be 

delivered to the school at the beginning of the day.  Mr. Tullo has designated areas for security of large equipment ONLY. 

  

“The greatest gift you can give your children are the roots of responsibility and the wings of independence.” 

          ~Nishan Panwar  

  

The Middle School faculty and staff wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving! 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotes/author/Nishan_Panwar/


The  math department  

S I X T H  G R A D E  S T U D E N T S  T O  R A I S E  M O N E Y  F O R  S T .  J U D E  

 In the upcoming months the sixth grade students will be participating in the St. Jude Children’s 

Research Hospital® Math-A-Thon.  This program raises money to help kids battling cancer and other dead-

ly diseases.  

 Since its inception more than thirty years ago, Math-A-Thon has become one of America’s largest 

education-based fundraisers. More than 10,000 schools across the country participate in the program every 

year.  Math-A-Thon is also one of the most successful fundraising campaigns for St. Jude.  Students have raised nearly $400 million 

since its inception. Throughout the past decade, the sixth graders of Garden City have raised and donated to St. Jude 

over $350,000, ranking the school as one of the elite fundraising schools in the country.  Last year’s sixth graders raised 

$69,296.47.  This was the highest amount raised by any school in the country. 

 Math-A-Thon allows students to build and practice essential math skills while they raise funds for kids battling cancer at St. 

Jude. The program works in the following way: The sixth grade math teachers,  Mrs. Drogin, Mr. Hakes, Mrs. Nardone, and Mrs. 

Orrego serve as volunteer coordinators for Math-A-Thon. Participating students solve math problems in a printed book. Students ask 

family and friends for donations in support of their participation in the Math-A-Thon. All donations are sent to St. Jude, where no 

child is ever turned away because of the family’s inability to pay. 

GO MATH— GRADE 7 STUDENTS 

        GO Math K–8 offers an engaging and interactive approach to covering the Common Core State Standards. Its gives all students  

access to the content at appropriate levels of depth and rigor.  

Directions to set up a GO Math account: 

1.   Log on to:  http//my.hrw.com  

2.  Username/ID:  lowercase ms followed by your child's student ID number  

3.  The password is your child's student ID. 

MATH OLYMPIADS  

 On Tuesday, November, 18, 2014, sixth grade Math Olympians competed in their first meet of the year.  This is the       

sixteenth year we entered two teams of 35 students each. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 46 out of a possible 

50.  We haven’t had that fantastic a start in a long time!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all Math Olympians! 

The next meet is Tuesday, December 16, 2014. 

 

Six students had perfect scores: 

 

Twenty students had 4 correct: 

 

Liam Dorney, Michael Fulgieri,  

Matthew Joseph, 

Kayla Larocca, Ryan Padala,  

and Anthony Remick 

Katherine Berkery, Meghan Bournique, Demi Bransfield, 

Erin Brennan, Stavros Cherpelis, Matthew Colucci, 

Luke Concannon, Ava Herrera, Kareena Katriyar, 

Marjorie Kern, Madelyn Lawlor, Ronnie Marciano, 

Brendan McGovern, Lucy McShane, Lily Milone, 

Sammy Myers, Stephen Sirounian, Kyle Stevenson, 

Amanda Sudnik, and Cameron Yuen 



The  mus ic  department  

THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON  

 The music department is ringing with the sounds of ensembles rehearsing for the holiday concerts.  Each 

week in December features a different performing group in concert.  The chorus program, directed by Ms. Nancy 

Menges and Ms. Amanda Conte,  kicks off the holiday season with a performance at Garden City High School on 

Thursday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend, listen, and even sing along as Chorus 6, 7, 8, and 

Festival Chorus sing the songs of the season.  The band program, directed by Ms. Martha Boonshaft and Ms. Jen-

nifer Iovino, takes the High School stage on Thursday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m.; the show promises to be a 

rousing success.  On Monday, December 15, the performance season culminates with the orchestra, under the direction of Ms. Mar-

garet Gullotta.  This concert also begins at 7:00 p.m. and includes a  performance by the Guitar Ensemble. Please note that the venue 

changes to the Middle School.  The orchestras, under the direction of Ms. Margaret Gullotta, are truly spectacular.  We look forward 

to celebrating the season with you! 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST JR. 
The Music Box Players Proudly Present… 

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast Jr. 
March 13 and 14, 2015 

 
Kristen Aguilo—Director & Producer 

Nancy Menges—Vocal Director 
John Paul Camilleri — Technical Director  

Kimberly Greenwald—Backstage & Lighting Supervisor 
 Janelle Economou —Choreographer  

 
 Step into the enchanted world of Disney's Beauty And The Beast Jr. Featuring songs from the 
Academy Award-winning animated feature, this stage version includes music by Alan Menken and the late Howard Ashman, along 
with new songs by Mr. Menken and Tim Rice. 
 The classic story tells of Belle, a young woman in a provincial town, and the Beast, who is really a young prince trapped un-
der the spell of an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to love and be loved, the curse will end and he will be transformed to his former 
self. But time is running out. If the Beast does not learn his lesson soon, he and his household will be doomed for all                       
eternity.” (Courtesy of Music Theater International) 
 Auditions are complete and rehearsals will begin on December 2!  Congratulations to all those cast in the show! 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 High School 
Chorus 6,7,8 

Festival Chorus 

Thursday, December 11, 2014  High School 
Band 6,7,8 

Late Night Jazz 

Monday, December 15, 2014 Middle School 
Orchestra 6,7,8 

Guitar Ensemble 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

SHEPHERD’S PIE 
Ingredients 

18 ounces of lean ground beef or ground turkey 

1 cup chopped onion 

1 cup sliced steamed or microwave carrots 

1 cup sliced mushrooms 

1 cup canned Ready cut tomatoes 

1-1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

1/2 teaspoon dried rosemary 

2-1/2 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

1 cup beef broth or bouillon 

5 small potatoes 

1/4 cup (4 tablespoons) butter or margarine 

1/4 cup nonfat milk, heated 

1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley 

Salt and pepper to taste 

 

Makes 6 servings 

Instructions 

In large non-stick skillet coated with non-stick spray, sauté 

ground beef or turkey, and onion until the meat is browned and 

crumbly. Drain off the fat. 

Add carrots, mushrooms, tomatoes, Worcestershire sauce and 

rosemary. Simmer uncovered 10 minutes. 

In screw top container shake flour and beef broth until smooth. 

Stir into meat mixture and continue to cook until mixture thick-

ens about 5 minutes. 

Meanwhile, peel potatoes and cut into halves.  

In large sauce pan, boil potatoes in water about 15 minutes, or 

until tender. Pierce with a fork or skewer to test for doneness. 

Drain potatoes and mash thoroughly with potato masher. 

Mash in butter or margarine and hot milk. 

Add parsley and beat with wooden spoon until potatoes are light 

and fluffy. 

Season to taste with salt and pepper. 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. 

In 2-quart casserole coated with non-stick spray, place meat mix-

ture. Cover with mashed potatoes or use pasty tube to pipe 

potato as a border. 

Bake about 20 minutes or until potato is golden brown. 

                    This recipe, called Shepherd's Pie or Cottage Pie was developed in England as a way to use up yesterday's roast and 

leftover mashed potatoes. The meat was ground up using one of those old meat grinders that you had to screw on to the lip of the 

counter and turn the handle. An onion was thrown in for good measure. It was then mixed with the leftover gravy and any  

Vegetables in a casserole dish. The mashed potato was spread over the top and the pie put in the oven to heat through. 

 

 

http://recipecircus.com/recipes/HeathyPatterRecipes/DEAL-A-MEAL_GOLDEN_EDITION/Shepherd39s_Pie.html
http://recipecircus.com/recipes/HeathyPatterRecipes/DEAL-A-MEAL_GOLDEN_EDITION/Shepherd39s_Pie.html
http://recipecircus.com/recipes/HeathyPatterRecipes/DEAL-A-MEAL_GOLDEN_EDITION/Shepherd39s_Pie.html
http://recipecircus.com/recipes/HeathyPatterRecipes/DEAL-A-MEAL_GOLDEN_EDITION/Shepherd39s_Pie.html


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

THE NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

 The National Junior Honor Society is pleased to welcome its newest inductees for the 2014-2015 school year.  We are 

looking forward to another fantastic year of fundraising for some very worthwhile causes.  Members of the National Junior Honor 

Society are encouraged to attend meetings to share their thoughts and ideas for fundraising. We would also like to wish everyone a 

Happy Thanksgiving from the Garden City Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society.   

                 Mrs. Biondi's Art Corner 
 Thank you to all of our GCMS art students who marched in this year's homecoming parade! You all did a wonderful job 

displaying our art club banner and creating artwork to march with! We would also like to thank all the artists that contributed to this 

year's PTA Reflections Contest: "The World Would be a better place if..."; students in Mrs. Biondi's sixth grade art classes worked 

hard on their visual arts entries. We are so proud of all their creativity and enthusiasm!  

 

Artist Tip Of The Month: Painting Still Life 

 Try painting a still life with three or less objects. Choose objects you like. It's difficult to give them the attention they de-

serve if you're bored by the objects. Choose one dominant object to be your focal point. Everything else should relate to that object. 

Once you've chosen several possible objects, try them in a variety of positions. 

 

 Light can greatly enhance or alter a still life. Try out different kinds of lighting: a single light source, colored light, dim 

lighting; light from above, below or from one side. Use highlights and shadows as a dynamic part of your design. Make preliminary 

sketches of the objects under different light to better understand how each relates to the others. This helps you construct a good 

composition! 

 

            "If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' then by all means paint, and that voice will be silenced." 

                                                                                 ~Vincent Van Gogh 

UNITY DAY  

 Dr. Osroff joins the faculty in celebrating  

Unity Day.  Students, faculty, and family members 

throughout the entire district wore orange to take a 

stand against bullying. During lunch, students from 

the high school club, Students Helping Students 

(SHS), visited the middle school to speak about the 

importance of being an upstander. In Homebase, 

students continued to work on activities to discuss 

how to stop bullying! 



 The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

   
 
The Contract 

By Derek Jeter with Paul Mantell 
 
As a young boy, Derek Jeter dreams of being the shortstop for the 
New York Yankees. He even imagines himself in the World Series. 
So when Derek is chosen for the Little League Tigers, he hopes to 
play shortstop. But on the day of the assignments, Derek starts at 
second base. Still, he tries his best while he wishes and dreams of 
that shortstop spot. And to help him stay focused on school, his par-
ents make him a contract: keep up the grades or no baseball. Derek 
makes sure he always plays his best game—on and off the baseball 
field! 

 

   
 
Moxie and the Art of Rule Breaking:  A 14-Day Mys-
tery 

By Erin Dionne 
 
Moxie Fleece knows the rules and follows them--that is, until the 
day she opens her front door to a mysterious stranger. Suddenly 
Moxie is involved in Boston's biggest unsolved mystery: The Isabel-
la Stewart Gardner Museum art heist. Moxie has two weeks to find 
the art,otherwise she and the people she loves will be in big-time 
danger. 

 
It's a race against the clock through downtown Boston as Moxie and 
Ollie break every rule she's ever lived by to find the art and save her 
family. 

  


